
John 13:36 

Lent 1 Midweek + I. The Lord’s Supper + February 29, 2012 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church + Boise, Idaho 

Pastor Tim Pauls 
The Pathfinder 

 

The Word of the Lord from John 13:36: “Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ 
Jesus answered him, ‘Where I am going, you cannot follow Me now, but afterwards you will follow Me.’” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

It’s standard in many countries that a condemned prisoner gets a last meal, and there’s some 

interesting history behind the tradition. The last meal has often been considered a final act of kindness, 
an act of service to the prisoner; and by accepting the meal, the prisoner declares that he is at peace and 

bears no grudges against those who execute him. When death is at hand, it’s time to tie up loose ends; 
and it’s usually the one who is dying who is the one being served. 

 

Jesus isn’t a prisoner yet in our reading, but this is His last meal before His execution. However, 
it is not a time for Him to be served and set at peace by His disciples; rather, at this Last Supper, He is at 

work to serve them more than ever. We speak of the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday because the Last 
Supper is the first Lord’s Supper; but Jesus works to give so much more in that upper room.  

 
Indeed, behold what the Savior does for His disciples: He washes them. He feeds them. He 

speaks His Word to them. He demonstrates the pastoral care that He’ll expect for His people until He 

returns in glory.  
 

The contrast between the sinless Savior and His disciples is evident. Despite the sober tone of 
the evening and the sorrow apparent in their teacher, the disciples end up in a debate about which one 

of them is the greatest. In response, Jesus says, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, 

and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest 
among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one who 

reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the 
one who serves.”  

 

Then the Lord of heaven and earth washes their feet. It’s a task delegated not just to servants, 
but the lowliest of servants. It’s not the sort of thing that the Son of God does, nor that the condemned 

man should be expected to do at His last meal. But He does, for He is among them as the One who 
serves. Peter objects, because it’s just too demeaning: “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus responds, 

“If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” Peter’s still got it all wrong: he’s saying, “Lord, 
following You is all about us serving You. It’s not about You serving us.” But being a Christian is all about 

Christ serving and saving us—it is about His grace, not our works. If Peter believes that he is saved by 

what he does for Jesus, then he is no follower of Jesus at all.  
 

That truth remains. You are a follower of Jesus because of His great service to you, not the least 
of which is this: He has washed you, made you clean by water and the Word. Abandon all thoughts of 

greatness in yourself, and pour contempt on your pride: you have life because the Son of God humbles 

Himself to serve you and wash you clean. 
 

Jesus feeds the disciples, too. This meal is the Passover meal, where they remember how God 
rescued the Israelites from Egypt—how God told them to sacrifice a lamb, put its blood on the posts and 

beam of their doors and then eat the lamb as their food. As Jesus eats this last supper with His disciples, 
He speaks so that the Passover will never be the same again. He takes bread and says, “Take, eat this is 



My body.” He takes the cup of wine and says, “Drink of it all of you: this cup is the New Testament in My 

blood.” He declares it’s for the forgiveness of sins. In other words, He declares that He is the ultimate 
fulfillment of the Passover, because He is the Lamb of God who has come to be sacrificed, to take away 

the sin of the world. The following day, His blood will be shed on the post and beam of a cross; and until 
He returns in glory, His people will receive the body and blood of the Lamb of God for the forgiveness of 

their sins. 

 
He faithfully gives that Supper to His people today, so that you remain a forgiven child of God. 

You will be tempted to think, “Now that I am a Christian, staying strong is up to me!” But no: the Savior 
still serves you. You do not strengthen your faith, but you confess your weakness; and the once-slain, 

risen-again Passover Lamb strengthens your faith as He forgives your sins. As Martin Luther wrote in an 
Easter hymn of Jesus, the Passover Lamb: “See! His blood now marks our door. Faith clings to it—death 

passes o’er, and Satan cannot harm us.” Your life is in Christ. That is why you go often to the Supper as 

a penitent sinner in need of grace. 
 

So Jesus washes and feeds His disciples that night. He also teaches them. He teaches them at 
length—of the 21 chapters of the Gospel of John, five of them record His words to the disciples at that 

Last Supper. The theme throughout the teaching is evident: He is going away, and He is going away to 

die. He is preparing them for what is to come so that they are not troubled. He speaks peace to them. He 
promises to send His Holy Spirit. He prays to His Father on their behalf even while they listen. Despite all 

the gracious promises He speaks, they are focused on the grief—they are fixed on the truth that He is 
going away. Furthermore, throughout His teaching that night, He makes it clear that they cannot come 

with Him. He says, “Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but afterwards you will follow Me.” 
Those are difficult words for the disciples to hear—they don’t know what to make of them. Why would He 

leave them? Why would He not permit them to go with Him? Why would He say, “Where I am going you 

cannot follow Me now”?  
 

They cannot follow Him because He must go alone. He must go alone because He speaks of His 
death. He hasn’t come to take them with Him to the cross, but to die in their place—and in the place of 

all. He’s going to the cross alone, bearing the sins of all. He’s going to be condemned by His Father for 

that sin. He’s going to suffer hell, forsaken by His Father. Then He’ll be laid in a grave. He’ll descend into 
hell to proclaim His victory, and He’ll rise on the third day—never to die again.  

 
He goes to the cross as the sacrificial Lamb; and as the Sacrifice, He also goes as a pathfinder—

as one who goes before others and secures the best route so that they can arrive at their destination. To 

mark the way, He gets the cross, damnation, hell, death and grave on the path to heaven. Because He 
does so, Peter’s path is shorter: he’ll die and he’ll be raised. No damnation, no hell. Just death and 

resurrection.  
 

Why can’t Peter and the disciples go with Jesus? Because He’s going to the cross so that they 
don’t have to. If Jesus doesn’t go before them, they have no hope of heaven. So He goes first to make 

the way—better yet, to be the Way to heaven. They can’t come now as He suffers God’s wrath so that 

they can go later.  
 

Unless the Lord returns in glory, it is given to you to go that way as well: as Jesus told the 
disciples, so He says to you: “Afterwards, you will follow Me.” You will follow Him into death. But because 

He has gone before you, you will also follow Him into life—eternal life. When it is given to you to go 

through the valley of the shadow of death, you will find that He has already been through—and that He’s 
lived to tell you about it. So He does: He tells you His Word so that you might know of His grace. He 

speaks His Law to you so that you might see your sins for the death that they are, and then He speaks 
His Gospel so that you might know that His blood cleanses you of all your sin. So as you live in this life of 

Lent after that Last Supper, you have the same comfort as those disciples: Christ has washed you. He 
feeds you His Supper. He speaks to give you life, and He will comfort you in the shadow of death to 



deliver you unharmed: because He has already gone by way of the cross before you, so that you are 

forgiven for all of your sins.  
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen  


